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Outline
• Introduction

• Multiple Revisions to the Solid Tumor Rules

• How to Use the Solid Tumor Rules

• General Instructions

• Solid Tumor Manual & the 2018 ICD-O-3 Updates

• How to Use the Solid Tumor Manual Tables
– Primary Site Tables

– Specific Histologies, NOS, and Subtypes/Variants Tables

– Combination Histologies and Code Tables

• Important Highlights of Major Changes

• Questions 2
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Solid Tumor Rules - Revision History
1. 6/25/2018
2. 6/28/2018
3. 7/3/2018
4. 7/19/2018
5. 7/31/2018
6. 8/2/2018
7. 8/8/2018
8. 8/13/2018
9. 8/16/2018
10. 8/20/2018
11. 8/23/2018
12. 9/11/2018
13. 10/12/2018
14. January 2019
15. July 2019

https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/solidtumor/
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https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/solidtumor/
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General Instructions
• TEXT ONLY RULES INCLUDE:

– General Instructions PLUS
– 10 Sets of Solid Tumor MP/H Rules
– Each Module includes Multiple Sections (Notes/Site/MP/Histology)

• Code subtypes/variants when definitively described (no modifiers) 

• Do Not Use Ambiguous Terminology to Code Histology (unless):
– Ambiguous terminology is used to determine “case reportability”
– Ambiguous terminology is not to be used to determine histology
– Ambiguous terminology such as “with features of”, etc. are no longer used 

to determine a subtype OR to determine which histology should be coded.
…..MOST OF THE TIME….

– Use the Histology (H) Rules to determine when to use or not use any 
ambiguous terminology when an ambiguous term is used to describe a 
histologic type – sometimes you use the ambiguous term to code a subtype 
or variant or mixed histology -- and sometimes you do not. 6
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Glossary for Registrars
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https://seer.cancer.gov/seertools/glossary/

https://seer.cancer.gov/seertools/glossary/
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Lung

Thymus
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ICD-O-3 Updates - Breast
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Using the Primary Site Tables - Breast
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How to Use the Tables
Using the Primary Site Tables - Head & Neck
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How to Use the Tables
Using the Specific Histologies, NOS, and Subtypes/Variants Tables

Colon/Rectum/Rectosigmoid
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A Few Important Highlights
Malignant Brain and CNS and Peripheral Nerves
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A Few Important Highlights
Non-Malignant Brain and CNS Tumors
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2018 Solid Tumors Database
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• Genetics Data & Biomarkers

• Treatment(s)

• Abstractor Notes

• Signs & Symptoms

• Diagnostic Exams

• Recurrence & Metastasis

• Epidemiology & Mortality

STDB is Still Under 
Construction
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